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P R E S S   Q U O T E S  
"an intriguing collaboration that really works...  Catrin Finch is a celebrated harpist...this is (Seckou 

Keita's) most satisfying work to date.... the interaction is remarkable...an elegant, gently exquisite 

set". 

Robin Denselow, The Guardian **** 

 

“a sublime duo of two artists who are masters of their instruments...musicality and architecture at 

work"  

Simon Broughton, London Evening Standard ***** 

 

“Blissful” 

Financial Times ***** 

 

“Using every trick in the rock manual to dynamic effect...magical”  David Hutcheon, MOJO **** 
 

'gorgeous, eloquent, elegant music'   

 Thomas Brooman CBE 

 

"something quite different.. a really intriguing collaboration... it  

works so beautifully together – a beautiful album."  

Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2 

 

"intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable"  

Neil Spencer, Uncut Magazine 

 

"heavenly music.. that soars, intricately realised, pretty wonderful" 

Nigel Williamson, Songlines **** 

 

“Some people spend a lot of money on illegal substances in order to attain the kind of mood this 

music evokes.”     

fRoots 

 

“Old Welsh harp songs, Manding kora staples, Latin dashes, Celtic arias and more woven together to 

create something new that also possessed enough depth to sound sage, even timeless..the marriage 

of harp and kora seems blessed to be long, warm and fruitful.”  

Andy Morgan 
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P R E S S   R E V I E W S  
 

 

Robin Deneslow, The Guardian 11 October 2013 
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UNCUT   MAGAZINE, November  2013  
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fRoots  Magazine, October  2013   Financial Times, October 2013 
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Songlines Magazine November  2013       London Evening Standard 11 Oct  
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The Guardian’s Robin Deneslow chose Clychau Dibon as one of this top 5 world music 
albums of 2013 
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4* MOJO Magazine, January 2014 
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A W A R D S  
 
 
 
 

 

 CLYCHAU DIBON has been named as one of the prestigious Songlines Magazine 

Best Ten Albums of 2013 – the first ever Welsh artist / project to be featured 

 

 Clychau Dibon has been awarded the fRoots Critics Poll 

Album of the Year 2013 (announced on 6th December). Every 

year since 1986 fRoots has polled experts in the UK and 

worldwide to select the Album Of The Year in the fields of 

music which the magazine champions – folk, roots and 

world music. With over 300 writers, broadcasters and 

activists on the panel, the fRoots Critics Poll for Album Of 

The Year is long established as the most extensively researched and prestigious 

annual poll of its kind, the de facto flagship industry award.  

 

 Catrin and Seckou have been nominated for two BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards – Best 

Duo, and Best Traditional Track for ‘Les Bras de Mer’ (winners to be announced 

on 19th February 2014 
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fRoots Magazine interview  
with Andy Morgan  

Catrin and Seckou appeared on the fRoots front cover July 2013 edition, accompanied by 
a 5 page feature by Andy Morgan. 
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T O U R   D A T E S   M A Y    2 0 1 4 
 

May / Mai 
 

 

2     Fri / Gwener       Wyeside Arts Centre, Builth Wells       www.wyeside.co.uk 

3     Sat / Sadwrn        Taliesin Arts Centre, Swansea        www.taliesinartscentre.co.uk 

4     Sun / Sul              Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan            www.mwldan.co.uk  

8     Thu / Iau         The Roses, Tewkesbury         www.rosestheatre.org 

9     Fri / Gwener  The Sage, Gateshead    www.sagegateshead.com  

10   Sat / Sadwrn   Royal Northern Collage of Music, Manchester       www.rncm.ac.uk 

11   Sun / Sul   Usher Hall, Edinburgh     www.usherhall.co.uk 

13   Tues / Mawrth  St Davids Hall, Cardiff                www.stdavidshallcardiff.co.uk 

14    Wed / Mercher     Bush Hall, LONDON     www.bushhallmusic.co.uk 

15    Thurs / Iau   Borough Theatre, Abergavenny    www.boroughtheatreabergavenny.co.uk    

16    Fri / Gwener    Welfare, Ystradgynlais    www.thewelfare.co.uk 

17    Sat / Sadwrn       MOMA, Machynlleth        www.momawales.org.uk    
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L I N K S   T O   P R E S S   S I T E,  

W E B S I T E S   &   S O C I A L  M E D I A 
 
 
Link To Press Site  http://www.astarmusic.co.uk/?page_id=1630  
 

 Contains links to download the album, press release and album 

sleeve notes written by Andy Morgan  

 

Press Images:  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0mshr6686smr6dp/6aJlLSuQzR 

 

Websites: www.catrinfinch.com  

www.seckoukeita.com 

 www.mwldan.co.uk 

 www.astarmusic.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/catrinfinchseckoukeita 

Twitter: @CatrinSeckou 

 

Storify:    http://sfy.co/pG0L 

 

Tour trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-4ueQ7rYEs 

 

YOUTUBE  clips:   

Live at WOMEX 2013  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JG8yjS7Xxg 

    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqd7io7sTt8 

Future Strings   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NU-H2zg3_BM 

Bamba    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlDgG3AKrMc 

Medley    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtRfMOmG-tM 
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B R O C H U R E   C O P Y   S H O R T   V E R S I O N  
 
 
Brochure Copy (English 159, Welsh 87) 
 
CYD-GYNHYRCHIAD THEATR MWLDAN | ASTAR ARTES CO-PRODUCTION 
 

C A T R I  N   F I  N C H   &  S E C K O U  K E I T A  ( C y m r u / S e n e g a l)  
 
"intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable" 

Neil Spencer, Uncut Magazine 

 

2013 has been an amazing year for welsh harpist Catrin Finch and Senegalese kora player 

Seckou Keita. Winners of the prestigious fRoots Album Of The Year for their debut 

album Clychau Dibon, nominated for two BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards for Best Duo and Best 

Traditional Track, and featured in Songlines Magazine top ten albums of 2013, the sky is indeed 

the limit for this fearless pair of virtuoso musicians whose ‘heavenly music…intricately realised’ 

(Songlines Magazine) and infectious onstage chemistry defies categorisation and continues to 

merge the boundaries between the genres of classical, world, folk and traditional music. 

The harp occupies a vital place in the incredibly rich cultures of both West Africa and Wales and, 

remarkably, both nations share a centuries-old bardic tradition of intricate oral history, 

expressed through music, song and verse.  Together, Finch and Keita have risen to the tough 

challenge of blending two completely different musical cultures and creating something 

coherent, relevant and entirely new. 

 

Mae 2013 wedi bod yn flwyddyn ryfeddol i’r delynores Gymreig, Catrin Finch, a’r chwaraewr kora 

o Senegal, Seckou Keita, gyda llu o wobrau ac enwebiadau, gan gynnwys Enillwyr Albwm y 

Flwyddyn Cylchgrawn fRoots gyda’u halbwm cyntaf Clychau Dibon.  Yn wir, ymddengys nid oes 

terfyn ar orchestion y pâr meistrolgar hwn. 
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Mae gan y delyn safle canolog yn niwylliant hynod gyfoethog Gorllewin Affrica a Chymru, ac yn 

rhyfeddol, mae’r ddwy wlad yn rhannau traddodiad barddonol hynafol o hanesion llafar cain, 

wedi eu mynegi trwy gerddoriaeth, cân a phennill. 

Supported by the Welsh Government and the Arts Council of Wales, and Arts Council England.  

Wedi ei noddi’n rhannol gan Gyngor Celfyddydau Cymru a’r Llywodraeth Cymru, a’r Gyngor 

Celfyddydau Lloegr. 

 
 

B R O C H U R E   C O P Y   L O N G E R   V E R S I O N  

(English 333, Welsh 351) 

 
CYD-GYNHYRCHIAD THEATR MWLDAN | ASTAR ARTES CO-PRODUCTION 
 

C A T R I  N   F I  N C H   &  S E C K O U  K E I T A  ( C y m r u / S e n e g a l)  
 
"intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable" 

Neil Spencer, Uncut Magazine 

 

2013 has been an amazing year for welsh harpist Catrin Finch and Senegalese kora player 

Seckou Keita. Winners of the prestigious fRoots Album Of The Year for their debut 

album Clychau Dibon, nominated for two BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards for Best Duo and Best 

Traditional Track, and featured in Songlines Magazine top ten albums of 2013, the sky is indeed 

the limit for this fearless pair of virtuoso musicians whose ‘heavenly music…intricately realised’ 

(Songlines Magazine) and infectious onstage chemistry defies categorisation and continues to 

merge the boundaries between the genres of classical, world, folk and traditional music.  

Hot on the heels of her innovative collaborations with Cimarron from Colombia and Toumani 

Diabate from Mali, Catrin Finch is once again proving her radical and adventurous musical spirit 

with this wedding of Welsh and West African musical culture. Seckou Keita is a member of the 

renowned Cissokho clan of ‘griots’ or bards from southern Senegal who has already blended his 
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kora (21-stringed West African harp) with jazz, funk, rock, Indian classical and all manner of 

other musical styles.  

 

2014 sees them guest alongside Eliza Carthy, Spiro, Olivia Chaney and Chris Wood at fRoots 

35th anniversary celebrations at the Queen Elizabeth Hall on Londons Southbank in March, 

before a major UK tour in May which will take in Usher Hall Edinburgh, Bush Hall London and 

the Sage Gateshead before hitting the summer festival circuit in the UK and overseas. 

Their debut album Clychau Dibon  has attracted huge critical acclaim and a clutch of 4 and 5 * 

reviews from National and Industry press with UNCUT Magazine’s Neil Spencer describing it 

as "intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable" *****,  " a 

sublime duo of two artists who are masters of their instruments...musicality and architecture at 

work" Simon Broughton, London Evening Standard ***** , and ‘remarkable...an elegant, gently 

exquisite set". Robin Denselow, The Guardian **** 

Don’t miss your chance to see one of the most blissful and exciting music collaborations ever to 

come out of Wales. 

 
Mae 2013 wedi bod yn flwyddyn ryfeddol i’r delynores Gymreig, Catrin Finch, a’r chwaraewr kora 

o Senegal, Seckou Keita. Enillwyr Albwm y Flwyddyn fRoots  gyda’u halbwm cyntaf Clychau 
Dibon, wedi eu henwebu am ddwy Wobr Werin BBC Radio 2 am y Deuawd Gorau a Thrac 

Traddodiadol Gorau, ac wedi eu cynnwys ymhlith deg albwm gorau 2013 Cylchgrawn Songlines, 

nid oes terfyn ar orchestion y pâr hyderus hwn o gerddorion meistrolgar y mae eu ‘cerddoriaeth 
nefolaidd...wedi ei gwireddu’n gelfydd’ (Cylchgrawn Songlines) a’u perthynas llwyfan amlwg yn 

herio cael ei chategoreiddio gan barhau i mewnffrwydro / uno  ffiniau rhwng arddulliau 

cerddoriaeth glasurol, byd, gwerin a thraddodiadol.   

Yn dynn ar sodlau ei chydweithrediadau dyfeisgar gyda Cimarron o Golombia a Toumani Diabate 

o Fali, mae Catrin Finch unwaith eto yn amlygu ei hysbryd cerddorol radical ac anturiaethus yn 

yr undod hwn o ddiwylliannau cerddorol Cymreig a Gorllewin Affricanaidd. Mae Seckou Keita yn 

aelod o dylwyth enwog o ‘grigots’ y Cissokho o Dde Senegal, sydd eisoes wedi asio ei kora ( telyn 

21 tant Gorllewin Affrica) â jazz, ffync, roc, cerddoriaeth glasurol India a phob math o arddulliau 

cerddorol eraill. 

Yn 2014 byddant yn ymddangos fel gwesteion ynghyd ag Eliza Carthy, Jim Moray a Chris Wood yn 

nathliadau pen-blwydd fRoots yn 35 mlwydd oed yn Neuadd y Frenhines Elisabeth ar Southbank 

Llundain ym mis Mawrth, cyn cychwyn ar daith fawr o Brydain ym mis Mai bydd yn cynnwys 
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ymweld â Neuadd Usher yng Nghaeredin, Neuadd Bush yn Llundain a’r Sage Gateshead cyn 

dechrau ar y sîn gwyliau haf yn y DU a thramor. 

Mae eu halbwm cyntaf wedi denu canmoliaeth feirniadol fawr a llu o adolygiadau 4* a 5* o’r 

cyfryngau Cenedlaethol a Diwydiant gyda Neil Spencer o’r cylchgrawn UNCUT yn ei ddisgrifio fel 

“"intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable" *****,  " a sublime 
duo of two artists who are masters of their instruments...musicality and architecture at work" 

Simon Broughton, London Evening Standard ***** , and ‘remarkable...an elegant, gently 
exquisite set". Robin Denselow, The Guardian **** 

 

Peidiwch â cholli’ch cyfle i weld un o gydweithrediadau mwyaf dedwydd a chyffrous erioed i ddod 

o Gymru.  

 
Supported by the Welsh Government and the Arts Council of Wales, and Arts Council England.  

Wedi ei noddi’n rhannol gan Gyngor Celfyddydau Cymru a’r Llywodraeth Cymru, a’r Gyngor 

Celfyddydau Lloegr. 

 

 

PRESS QUOTES: 

 

'gorgeous, eloquent, elegant music'   Thomas Brooman CBE 

 

"something quite different.. a really intriguing collaboration... it  

works so beautifully together – a beautiful album."  

Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2 

 

"heavenly music.. that soars, intricately realised, pretty wonderful" 

Nigel Willaimson, Songlines ***** 
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A L B U M   I N F O    
 

 
ALBUM TITLE    Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita ‘Clychau Dibon’ 

 
CATALOGUE NO.   AARCDA025  

 
LABEL:   ASTAR ARTES | MWLDAN  

 
RELEASE DATE:   14TH OCTOBER 2013  

 
TOTAL PLAYING TIME:  55.51  

 
TRACK LISTINGS  

 

1. Genedigaeth Koring-bato    6.36  
     (Pour notre frère Toumani Diabate)  
     Beth Yw'r Haf I Mi. Macki. Pontypridd. Kéléfa Ba.  

2. Future Strings     7.25  

3. Bamba      8.40  

4. Les Bras de Mer     7.59  
     Conset Ifan Glen Teifi. Bolong. Niali Bagna. Clychau Aberdyfi.  

5. Robert Ap Huw meets Nialing Sonko  6.59  
     Part I Nialing-Caniad Gosteg Part II Kéléfa Koungben-Caniad y Gwyn Bibydd  

6. Ceffylau      5.19  

7. Llongau Térou-bi     8.57  
 
 
VISIT OUR BANDCAMP PAGE: http://astarartes.bandcamp.com/ 
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B o o k  
 
 
A bilingual English / Welsh book written by Andy Morgan ‘Finding the One – The Strange 
and parallel lives of the West African kora and the Welsh Harp’ accompanies the tour.  
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P R E S S   R E L E A S E 
 
 
Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan and Astar Artes: 
 

Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita 
Clychau Dibon  
 
UK Tour May 2014  
 
 
 
“Wales’ most celebrated harpist and Senegal’s most inventive kora player join together 
in a unique marriage of virtuosity and strings.” 
 
 
2013 has been an amazing year for welsh harpist Catrin Finch and Senegalese kora player 

Seckou Keita, whose UK Tour visits (your venue) on (your date). Winners of the prestigious 

fRoots Album Of The Year for their debut album Clychau Dibon, nominated for two BBC Radio 2 

Folk Awards for Best Duo and Best Traditional Track, and featured in Songlines Magazine top 

ten albums of 2013, the sky is indeed the limit for this fearless pair of virtuoso musicians whose 

‘heavenly music…intricately realised’ (Songlines Magazine) and infectious onstage chemistry 

defies categorisation and continues to merge the boundaries between the genres of classical, 

world, folk and traditional music.  

Hot on the heels of her innovative collaborations with Cimarron from Colombia and Toumani 

Diabate from Mali, Catrin Finch is once again proving her radical and adventurous musical spirit 

with this wedding of Welsh and West African musical culture. Seckou Keita is a member of the 

renowned Cissokho clan of ‘griots’ or bards from southern Senegal who has already blended his 
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kora (21-stringed West African harp) with jazz, funk, rock, Indian classical and all manner of 

other musical styles.  

 

2014 sees them guest alongside Eliza Carthy, Spiro, Olivia Chaney and Chris Wood at fRoots 

35th anniversary celebrations at the Queen Elizabeth Hall on Londons Southbank in March, 

before a major UK tour in May which will take in Usher Hall Edinburgh, Bush Hall London and 

the Sage Gateshead before hitting the summer festival circuit in the UK and overseas. 

Their debut album Clychau Dibon  has attracted huge critical acclaim and a clutch of 4 and 5 * 

reviews from National and Industry press with UNCUT Magazine’s Neil Spencer describing it 

as "intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable" *****,  " a 

sublime duo of two artists who are masters of their instruments...musicality and architecture at 

work" Simon Broughton, London Evening Standard ***** , and ‘remarkable...an elegant, gently 

exquisite set". Robin Denselow, The Guardian **** 

Catrin Finch is a star in the world of classical music and widely recognised as one of the world’s 

finest harpists. A nominee for a Classical Brit Award, she has performed with orchestras all 

over the globe (including the Royal Philharmonic, the New York Philharmonic and the Boston 

Pops) and was the first Royal harpist to HRH Prince of Wales in modern times.  

 

Seckou Keita has performed around the world a solo artist, a bandleader and a collaborator with 

Baka Beyond and the Jalikunda Project. He’s a master of both the kora and a wide range of west 

Africa drums and percussion instruments. He set up the first kora course at London’s School of 

Oriental and African Studies and his teaching skills are highly prized. 

 

‘Clychau Dibon’ represents the first fruit of Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita’s much-anticipated 

summit of strings. ‘Clychau’ is the welsh word for ‘Bells’, and alludes to the heavenly peels that 

feature on the album. The Dibon is a member of the hornbill family which lives in the Northern 

tributaries of the River Niger in Guinea and the Sahel of Sub-Saharan Africa. A romantic bird, 

the Dibon pairs for life, but males and females spend the night sleeping in separate trees; early 

in the morning call to each other, the male using the lower notes and the female higher ones. So 

compelling and distinctive are the calls of the Dibon, that they have worked their ways into the 

rhythms of many of the local traditional hunting and farming songs, giving rise to the Mandinka 

rhythm ‘Dibon’, and the name for the second bass string of the  left hand side of the Kora. 
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The harp occupies a vital place in the incredibly rich cultures of both West Africa and Wales and, 

remarkably, both nations share a centuries-old bardic tradition of intricate oral history, 

expressed through music, song and verse. The remarkable affinities between the harp and the 

kora as well as the Welsh and West African cultures from which they have emerged are fused on 

this album into a single intensely inspiring river of music. 

  

The album is produced by John Hollis, engineered by Owen Shiers and recorded in Wales.. This 

co-production is another project from the stable of Theatr Mwldan and Astar Artes, who over the 

years have worked together to bring productions such as  Billy Cobham and Asere, Catrin Finch 

and Cimarron, and Catrin Finch and Toumani Diabate to UK and international audiences. 

 

A book ‘Finding The One’, written by Andy Morgan, has also been inspired by the project and the 

fascinating journey behind it.  

Don’t miss your chance to see one of the most blissful and exciting music collaborations ever to 

come out of Wales. 

The Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita Project is supported by the Welsh Government and the Arts 

Council of Wales, and by Arts Council England. 

 
 

 
Tour Dates: 
 

May / Mai 
 

 

2     Fri / Gwener       Wyeside Arts Centre, Builth Wells       www.wyeside.co.uk 

3     Sat / Sadwrn        Taliesin Arts Centre, Swansea        www.taliesinartscentre.co.uk 

4     Sun  / Sul              Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan            www.mwldan.co.uk  

8     Thu / Iau         The Roses, Tewkesbury         www.rosestheatre.org 

9     Fri / Gwener  The Sage, Gateshead    www.sagegateshead.com  

10   Sat / Sadwrn   Royal Northern Collage of Music, Manchester       www.rncm.ac.uk 
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11   Sun / Sul   Usher Hall, Edinburgh     www.usherhall.co.uk 

13   Tues / Mawrth  St Davids Hall, Cardiff                www.stdavidshallcardiff.co.uk 

14    Wed / Mercher     Bush Hall, LONDON     www.bushhallmusic.co.uk 

15    Thurs / Iau   Borough Theatre, Abergavenny    www.boroughtheatreabergavenny.co.uk    

16    Fri / Gwener    Welfare, Ystradgynlais    www.thewelfare.co.uk 

17    Sat / Sadwrn       MOMA,  Machynlleth        www.momawales.org.uk    

 

 

ENDS/ 

 

Please contact Tamsin@mwldan.co.uk or Lisa @mwldan.co.uk  at Theatr Mwldan on 01239 

623925 for further information, press tickets and interviews. 

 
 
Editor’s Notes: 

 

The Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita project is a co-production between Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan, 

and Astar Artes. 

Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita project is produced with support from the Welsh Government, 

Arts Council of Wales and Arts Council England. 

 

The album was recorded at Acapela Studio, Pentyrch, near Cardiff and is produced by John 

Hollis and engineered by Owen Shiers. This co-production is another project from the stable of 

Theatr Mwldan and Astar Artes, who over the years have worked together to bring productions 

such as  Billy Cobham and Asere, Catrin Finch and Cimarron, and Catrin Finch and Toumani 

Diabate to UK and international audiences. 

 
 
 

Album Info: 
 
 
CATALOGUE NO.     AARCDA025 
LABEL:     ASTAR ARTES | MWLDAN 
RELEASE DATE:    14TH OCTOBER 2013  
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TOTAL PLAYING TIME:   55.51 
 
LINK TO PRESS SITE & DOWNLOADS:  http://www.astarmusic.co.uk/?page_id=1630 
 
TRACK LISTINGS 

 

1.         Genedigaeth Koring-bato                           6.36      
2.         Future Strings                                          7.25 
3.         Bamba                                                      8.40 
4.         Les Bras de Mer                                       7.59 
5.         Robert Ap Huw meets Nialing Sonko       6.59 
6.         Ceffylau                                                      5.19 
7.         Llongau Térou-bi           8.57 
 
 

Press and publication Quotes: 

"an intriguing collaboration that really works...  Catrin Finch is a celebrated 

harpist...this is (Seckou Keita's) most satisfying work to date.... the interaction is 

remarkable...an elegant, gently exquisite set". 

Robin Denselow, The Guardian 

 
'gorgeous, eloquent, elegant music'   

 Thomas Brooman CBE 

 

"something quite different.. a really intriguing collaboration... it  

works so beautifully together – a beautiful album."  

Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2 

 

"intricate, ethereal and entrancing, an elaborate pas-de-deux... remarkable"  

Neil Spencer, Uncut Magazine 

 

"heavenly music.. that soars, intricately realised, pretty wonderful" 

Nigel Willaimson, Songlines 
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“Some people spend a lot of money on illegal substances in order to attain the kind of 

mood this music evokes.”     

fRoots 

 

“Old Welsh harp songs, Manding kora staples, Latin dashes, Celtic arias and more 

woven together to create something new that also possessed enough depth to sound 

sage, even timeless..the marriage of harp and kora seems blessed to be long, warm and 

fruitful.”  

Andy Morgan 
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C A T R I N   F I N C H   B I O G R A P H Y 
 

 

"The Queen of Harps.....Catrin has done more than anyone in harp history to bring her 

instrument to a wider public." 

- Classic FM magazine, 2004 

 

"With one touch of the strings - the opening notes of the Bach Toccata and Fugue - she 

pulverised the stereotype of harpists as pretty, angelic strummers....." 

- New York Times review of Catrin's Carnegie Hall debut, 6 April 2005 
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Described as “The Queen of Harps”, Catrin has delighted audiences with her performances in 

the UK and worldwide. Inspired to learn the harp at the age of five, her rise to prominence 

started almost immediately, achieving the highest mark in the UK for her Grade VIII exam at the 

age of nine.  She studied with Elinor Bennett for eight years before entering the Purcell School. 

Catrin graduated from the Royal Academy of Music in 2002 where she studied with Skaila Kanga 

and received the Queen’s Award for the most outstanding student of her year. 

 

Her first major competition success came in 1999 winning the Lily Laskine International Harp 

Competition in France, one of the premier harp competitions in the world.  On winning the Young 

Concert Artists International Auditions in New York, Catrin went on to play in over thirty states in 

the USA, including recitals and concerto debuts in New York, including the Lincoln Centre and 

Weill Recital Hall, Boston and Washington D.C.  In May 2004 she was nominated for a Classical 

Brit Award and has also received an “Echo Klassik” in Germany. 

 

Catrin is the former Royal Harpist to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.  Holding the appointment from 

2000-2004, she had the honour of reviving this ancient tradition last held in 1873.  During her 

period as Royal Harpist she played regularly at the Royal Palaces and performed to Royalty from 

around the world. 

 

She has performed extensively throughout the U.S.A., south America,  the Middle East, Asia, 

Australia and Europe.  She has appeared with many of the world’s top orchestras including the 

New York Philharmonic, the Boston Pops, the Philharmonia, the Academy of St Martin in the 

Fields, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the London 

Mozart Players, the English Chamber Orchestra, the Charlotte Symphony, the Lake Charles 

Symphony, the North Carolina Symphony and the Manchester Camerata.  Festival appearances 

include Salzburg, Edinburgh, Spoleto, Smithsonian Folklife, MDR Musiksommer Festival in 

Leipzig, Le Domaine Forget and Lanaudiere Festivals in Canada and the Gödöllő Harp Festival in 

Hungary. 

 

In November 2012 Catrin released a CD on the DG label celebrating a new collaboration between 

Catrin and celebrated composer, John Rutter.  The Cd, which also features a composition by 

Catrin herself, the Celtic Concerto went to number 1 in the UK classical charts.  This follows the 
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success of her J.S. Bach’s Goldberg Variations which entered the UK Classical charts at number 

1 in 2009.   

 

2012 highlights include concerts in North Carolina, New York, Hong Kong and Australia, 

concertos with the European Union Chamber Orchestra, the BBC NOW, premieres of two new 

harp concertos written for her, a tour with Malian kora player, Toumani Diabaté and various 

recitals.   

2013 plans include performances in Holland, Hungary, France, Poland, Dubai and Germany, the 

Royal Albert Hall  and various music festivals.  She will continue to develop the collaboration 

with kora player Seckou Keita and will release two new CDs this year.  Finch has also received 

her first commission – a concerto which will be performed by the National Youth Orchestra of 

Wales in 2013.    

Catrin has appeared on all the major television and radio networks in the UK and many abroad.    

Among her earliest appearances on TV were two features on the BBC’s ‘Blue Peter’, and since 

then there have been many appearances on radio and television in the UK. In 2003, Catrin 

presented a TV documentary about herself entitled ‘Charlie’s Angel’ which was awarded a 

BAFTA Cymru/Wales award for the best music programme.  She has recently been heard 

presenting concerts with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales live on BBC Radio 3 from the 

Hoddinott Hall in Cardiff Bay.  Recent TV appearances include BBC Breakfast and the Andrew 

Marr Show. 

  

She has collaborated closely with composer Karl Jenkins on stage and disc, including the 

première of a new double harp concerto commissioned by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.   She has 

received half a million hits on You Tube for her performance of Karl Jenkins’ Palladio. 

 

Catrin has recorded for most of the major international recording companies, including 

Universal Records, Deutsche Grammophon, EMI and Sony Classical, both solo and with notable 

artists such as Bryn Terfel, Sir James Galway and Julian Lloyd-Webber.    

 

Her versatility in different musical genres is demonstrated in her many recordings, which range 

from solo classical recitals and concertos, her own arrangement for harp of J S Bach’s Goldberg 

Variations through to an eclectic cross-over mix with her own 14 piece band “CF47” and the 
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presentation of some of Wales’ most popular traditional melodies in an innovative and 

refreshing way using electric harps, state of the art technology and groundbreaking sound 

effects.   

She has received honours from the University of Wales Aberystwyth and Bangor, Glyndwr 

University, the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and the Royal Academy of Music.  She is 

a visiting Professor at the latter two musical institutions and is in great demand for 

masterclasses.  In July 2012 the first ever Catrin Finch Academy Summer School was held on 

the outskirts of Cardiff and future plans include developing the project online where Finch will 

post exercises for young harpists to follow. 

Known for her work within the community and with the younger generation, Catrin is committed 

to promoting the harp and classical music in general to a new and wider audience. 

 

www.catrinfinch.com 
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S E C K O U    K E I T A   B I O G R A P H Y 
 

 

 

It’s a daunting task to write your lifestory… I am still young but so many things have already 

happened. Where to start? I embrace the challenge and will tell my story in the only way I  know, 

starting from the beginning… 

 

I was born on 14th February 1978 in Ziguinchor, the capital of the Casamance in Southern 

Senegal. Ziguinchor is a dusty and vibrant city where people of different ethnicities live along 

side one another. Their many musical traditions coexist and often come together, making  my 

home town one of the most interesting and inspiring musical centres in West Africa. 
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I was raised by my mother’s family, the Cissokho’s in my grandparents’ house. So I grew up side 

by side with my uncles and aunties. We are a family of kora players, a traditional Griot family 

where music and stories are passed down through generations from father to son. I was 

educated in this traditional way and you could say I was destined to become a kora player. Music 

was part of my everyday life whether in my grandfather’s compound, out in the streets or as the 

centre of the many  local celebrations. Once this music becomes part of you it sticks with you 

your whole life. 

 

There is no formal route to becoming a kora player, you just have to listen, memorise, and 

experiment, then keep trying til you get it right. In my grandfather’s house, you are taught how to 

build a kora at the age of 7, then by 14 you start experimenting and learning the repertoire. Only 

when you have earned it do you have a kora built for you. I got my first kora when I was 18! 

 

Traditionally, you only learn the music and stories from your own family. In my family this 

included kora music and the drumming associated with it which we call ‘Jali dundun’. But as a 

child I was also intrigued and inspired by drumming rhythms outside of my own, so I decided to 

learn and study some without telling my grandfather. I started on Seourouba with Souti Silamé. 

Then on Sabar with Pa Cor N’diaye and Djembé with “Machine” Sylla. I remember skiving off 

school to go and perform with my teachers.  By the end of my formal training at home, my 

outside interests were exposed, and I got caught out. I was told off by my grandfather who was 

worried of my whereabouts because I was only a child. But then my family discovered my skills 

and I became the main drummer in my  family. 

 

By the age of 10 I was following my uncles and cousins everywhere and drumming at their 

concerts all over the region. Then at the age of 17, my uncle Solo Cissokho entered me and his 

young brother in a talent competition. And we won! This was the beginning of my international 

career. We were invited to Norway to take part in a collaboration with musicians from Cuba, 

India and Scandinavia. The project toured all over Norway including at the Forde Festival. After 

this came a tour in India where i was amazed by the genius of Indian violinist Dr L Subrimaniam. 

I returned to Norway from India and moved too the UK in 1998. 

 

In 1999, my daughter Bintou was born so I relocated to the UK to be with her. As soon as I 

arrived, Martin and Su from Baka Beyond, who I had met in Ziguinchor a few years earlier, 
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invited me to join the band as a drummer. This was the beginning of busy touring life with 

concerts all over Europe and North America. I had other projects including working with Peter 

Badejo OBE in creating music for Contemporary African Dance. I took part in the premiere of the 

Lion King in London. I taught  and prepare for the first Kora exams at SOAS (School of African 

and Oriental Studies). 

 

While not touring I started teaching drumming to children in schools, some as young as 4 years 

old. This is something I still do today whenever I have the time. I found a strong community of 

drummers around the UK and became a regular teacher at drumming festivals across the UK. 

Actually many people from this community became true friends. Until 2000 I was mostly working 

as a drummer and I loved it. I was earning my life as a musician, I was meeting new musicians 

everyday, going to new places, meeting new friends. But something was missing. Kora playing 

was always a part of what I did but I felt it was time for me to come back to it on a more intense 

basis. It was calling me… and I followed. Thus began my return to the kora. I never fully left the 

drumming world in this time and when in 2005 I met one of the greatest living Djembe 

drumming masters Mamady Keita it was a dream for me. I  learned so much from him and was 

truly honoured when he invited me to perform and record “live at Couleur Café” a CD/DVD in 

Belgium in 2006. There are other exciting organisations involved in drumming since th 2000 like 

Sewabeats, Music for Change and Womad Foundation. 

 

You know as a kora player, you learn the traditional repertoire. By the time I was about 18 years 

old I knew it, but it is what you do with this knowledge that really determines your life as a kora 

player. So that was my new direction. In 2000, I had some new songs and it was time to record 

them. Martin and Su helped me make my first solo album “Baiyo” (later retittled Mali by the 

label!!), meaning Orphan, and performed in a few songs. 

 

The defining theme of the album came about almost by accident… One day I was looking after 

my daughter and trying to get some writing done. I started playing to find that I had tuned up 

wrong. Strangely enough, I loved what I heard and tried to build on it. It was different, and did 

take me a while to get used to but with some hard work and an open mind I developed this new 

configuration further. The result was Tamala, the first track I ever recorded with one of my new 

experimental tunings. 
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In 2001 and 2002, I toured with ‘Baiyo’ in amazing places and started to make a name for myself 

as a kora player. I played at many festivals; Glastonbury, Sacred Music festival in Ireland, and 

my first Womad in the UK which then took me to Singapore, Australia and The Canary Isles. I 

was also so happy and proud to open a club concerts for Salif Keita on his Moffou tour and 

Youssou N Dour Colston Hall show in Bristol on his From village to Town album tour. 

 

In 2003, I invited 8 members of my family and 3 great musician friends to breath new life into a 

project that my uncle Solo had started, the Jalikunda project. This was my family’s music,  a 

family project, with the family band. After my first solo album, I felt ready to produce and 

arrange the family album. We called it ‘Lindiane’ after the suburb where we grew up. We toured 

it all over the UK, Spain and Sweden. 

 

In 2004, I again felt it was time to experiment with something new. I wanted to work in a smaller 

band to try a different style of music. I wanted to work with Juldeh Camara, an amazing Riti 

player (one string violin). I also approached my good friend Davide Mantovani, a fabulous and 

eclectic bass player, and my young brother Surahata Susso, already a promising musician at the 

age of 17. 

 

Right from the first, this combination of musicians felt special. I felt so free and new tuning 

configurations would come to me almost effortlessly, my tunings became my signatures. This 

was a band where we all felt we grew as musicians, it was a challenge for each of us, we were 

coming together from such different musical backgrounds and trying to create something new 

to us all. 

 

Quite early on, it became clear that JuldehI wouldn’t be able to stay with us long term, we 

needed to find another musician. So Davide recommended Samy Bishai who he knew from the 

London scene. We met up for an initial audition and immediately we connected. He is such a 

flexible violinist, which is hard to find in classically trained musicians. He also brought his 

Egyptian roots with him which had a strong influence a few of my songs including Mande Arab. 

 

By the end of 2006 the album ‘Tama Silo: Afro Mandinka Soul’ was released and I felt ready to 

take this music back home to Senegal and showcase it to my family and friends there. While I 

was there I asked my younger sister Binta Suso to join in on a few songs. Again, it all connected 

Supplied by Theatr Mwldan Marketing Department  
Tel: 01239 623925 
E: tamsin@mwldan.co.uk 

39



 

straight away. When we toured back in England without her, we felt a bit empty,  So she came to 

work with us on the next album, ‘The Silimbo Passage’ released in mid 2008. 

 

The whole project was so successful that with the band alone, I’ve done 400 concerts in 30 

countries since 2004! This obviously was amazing but at the same time, I and other members of 

the band were a little worried about the impact of our activity on the planet. So in 2007 we made 

a pledge to reduce our carbon foot as much as possible in all aspects of our work, including 

administration, marketing, management and transport. Some of the tours have been offset to 

finance green project in the UK and East Africa. Of course we could always do more, but we are 

trying our best! Other key projects that started in 2007 includes an innovative and interactive 

project in which audience particpation is fully part of the show! It is called Do you Speak 

Djembe? On this I work closely with Doug Manuel ( founder of the show and Director of 

Sewabeats) and Philip Fournier (Lyon Symphonic Orchestra Director). 

 

Recently I launched a partnership with the International Committee of the Red Cross. I feel 

privileged to be able to live off my music and I want to go one step further. I want to be able to 

support the work of a humanitarian organisation that is close to my heart: The Red Cross. They 

have been working in my country for a long time and they are always present in places where 

people need it most. Since 1 Nov 2010, 50% of proceeds from sales of The Silimbo Passage are 

donated to the ICRC. 

 

On this extraordinary journey I have met wonderful people from all walks of life; musicians, 

promoters and audience members alike and many have become friends. Touring is not a 

glamorous activity, it is very tiring, but the reward is immense. It’s is all worth it in the end. I feel 

blessed and I am looking forward to the next part of the journey…. like my new album. 
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C O N T A C T   D E T A I L S 
 

 
Project Manager / Producer        
 
Dilwyn Davies 
Director 
Theatr Mwldan 

dilwyn@mwldan.co.uk        01239   623926 / 07815 135225 
 
Tour Manager / Producer        
 
John Hollis 
Astar Artes 

john@astarmusic.co.uk                                 07595   669931 
  
 

Financial Management  
 
Ryan Davies 
Finance and General Manager 
Theatr Mwldan 

ryan@mwldan.co.uk       01239   623924 
 
Label Contact      
Drum 
Astar Artes Recordings 
 

drum@astarartesrecordings.co.uk    07773  359910 
 
 

Marketing & PR 
Tamsin Davies 
Marketing Manager 
Theatr Mwldan 

Tamsin@mwldan.co.uk     01239   623925 / 07891 252043 
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