OMAR SOSA & SECKOU KEITA

RANSPARENT WAT E

PRESS & MEDIA PACK




Contents

10

11

12

13

14

15

Social Media & Useful links

Press Quotes on Omar Sosa and Seckou Keita
High Resolution Images download
Video Clips

Tour dates

Album Information

Transparent Water — Musicians Credits
Sleeve Notes by Michael Stone

Press release

About the tracks

Omar Sosa Biography

Omar Sosa Awards and Discography
Seckou Keita Biography

Seckou Keita Awards and Discography

Producers and label credits

Useful Contacts:

UK Press and Media Enquiries:
Tamsin Davies
tamsin@mwldan.co.uk

+44 (0)7891 252 043

+44 (01239) 623 925

Artist Management:
Scott Price
scott@melodia.com

+00 1 510-339-3389

+00 1 510-410-9799

Booking Enquiries:
Dilwyn Davies

dilwyn@mwldan.co.uk
+44 (0) 7815 135225

Graham Lawson

graham@mintakamusic.com
+44 (0) 07887 996507


mailto:tamsin%40mwldan.co.uk%20?subject=
mailto:scott%40melodia.com?subject=
mailto:tamsin%40mwldan.co.uk%20?subject=
mailto:graham%40mintakamusic.com?subject=

Social Media & Useful links

° @OmarSosaMusic @SeckouKeita

o facebook.com/omarsosamusicianband facebook.com/seckoukeitaofficial/

@ www.omarsosa.com www.seckoukeita.com

Click here to listen to the album Transparent Water
SOUNDCLOUD



https://twitter.com/OmarSosaMusic
https://twitter.com/seckoukeita
https://twitter.com/seckoukeita
http://www.facebook.com/omarsosamusicianband
http://www.facebook.com/seckoukeitaofficial/ 
http://www.omarsosa.com
http://www.seckoukeita.com
https://soundcloud.com/ota-records/sets/omar-sosa-seckou-keita-transparent-water/s-RjFKP

@ Thomas Kruesselmann

..on Omar Sosa
“Sosa’s music is an exploration of African -
perspective. In his pan-African/pan-Latin approach O
hip-hop, rumba, jazz, and Gnawa ritual music are just diffe
expressions of the same culture.”

Fernando Gonzalez, DownBeat “

“Sosa’s vision of contemporary jazz reaches across every imaginable
boundary. By the time he had concluded, his unusual array of players and
styles had convicingly proved his beliefs in musical eclecticism, in the joy
of musical freedom and in his spiritual link with his musical predeeessors.”

Don Heckman, Los Angeles Times '

“Sosa moves from delicate, unabashedly romantic melodies to wild blasts
of percussive noise in a manner that recalls the best of Keith Jarrett.”

Joel Roberts, ALLABOUTJAZZ

“Sosa’s music is the unifying sort, yoking together Africa, jazz and Latin
America... he makes it work.”

Ben Ratliff, New York Times

_—
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...On Székou Keita

" ...exquisite”
5* Simon Broughton, London Evening Standard

“...an elegant solo set dominated by instrumental compositions”
4* Robin Denselow, The Guardian

“A mesmerising set of quietness and beauty...an unmissable colle
4/5 lan Sinclair, Morning Star on 22 Strings

“Propelled into the big league...this solo album has an unhurried a
4* David Honigmann, Financial Times on 22 Strings '

"Seckou Keita can be classed alongside the great Toumani Diabate
the adventurous masters of the kora”
4* Robin Denselow, The Guardian

“An absolutely magical sound” Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2

“...a philosophical, deeply contemplative and spiritually uplifting alb
of timeless beauty”
4*Dave Haslam, R2 Rock n Reel on 22 Strings

“...this gifted musician instils a sense of serenity through his mast
and infinite respect for the kora" DJ Ritu

e
“Senegalese kora maestro, the king of the African harp...incre
wonderful ambassador for the traditional music of his country
Frank Hennessey, BBC Radio Wales

"“A tour de force display of mastery...a never less than co
tion...22 Strings finds Seckou Keita at the top of his game
Folk Radio UK



Images

High resolution images can be downloaded from the link below:

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/agdjclh8zmefSyz/AABN_gab1-STwOunvSgJhA3ya?dl=0

Please see individual images for photographer’s credit.



https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qgdjclh8zmef5yz/AABN_ga61-S1w0unvSqJhA3ya?dl=0

Video clips

You Tuhe TAMA TAMA - Omar Sosa & Seckou Keita
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4FZLQkGIK4

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A PRIVATE YOUTUBE CLIP AND STRICTLY NOT FOR USE IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4FZLQkGlK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4FZLQkGlK4

Tour Dates 2017

Omar Sosa and Seckou Keita will tour France in March 2017, followed by a tour of the UK in November.

Dates for the UK will be announced in early 2017 - see www.omarsosa.com and www.seckoukeita.com, or follow them on social media for the
latest updates.

MARCH 2017

03 Le Mesnil Saint-Denis, Jazz a Toute Heure
04 Marciac, Astrada

10 Saubrigues, Scéne aux Champs

11 Zurich, Moods

12 Bagnacavallo, Italy, Festival Crossroads
15 Amiens, Théatre du Safran

16 Paris, Café de la Danse

17 Massy, Paul B

25 Calais, Le Channel

Please contact tamsin@mwldan.co.uk for information / press ticket requests



mailto:tamsin@mwldan.co.uk
http://www.jazzatouteheure.com/
http://www.jazzinmarciac.com/spectacles/lastrada
http://www.scene-champs.fr/site/spectacles/

http://www.moods.ch/

https://www.facebook.com/ccLeSafran/
http://www.cafedeladanse.com/omar-sosa-seckou-keita/

http://paul-b.fr/evenements/omar-sosa-seckou-keita/
http://paul-b.fr/evenements/omar-sosa-seckou-keita/

Album information

OMAR SOSA & SECKOU KEITA

OMAR SOSA & SECKOU KEITA
TRANSPARENT WATER

CATALOGUE NO. WVF479125

LABEL: World Village / Harmonia Mundi (licensed from OTA Records)
DISTRIBUTOR: PIAS

RELEASE DATE: 24 February 2017 (worldwide release)

TOTAL PLAYING TIME: 60 minutes 30 seconds

TRACK LISTINGS

1/ Dary (5.09)

(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
2/ In The Forest (5.14)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
3/ Black Dream (5.24)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
4/ Mining-Nah (4.11)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
5/ Tama-Tama (4.55)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
6/ Another Prayer (5.13)
(Omar Sosa)

7/ Fatiliku (5.38)

(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)

8/ Oni Yalorde (3.53)
(Omar Sosa)

9/ Peace Keeping (4.48)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
10/ Moro Yeye (4.36)
(Omar Sosa)

11/ Recaredo 1993 (4.19)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
12/ Zululand (3.01)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)
13/ Thiossane (4.09)
(Omar Sosa / Seckou Keita)

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN
ON SOUNDCLOUD

CLICK HERE
FOR MP3 FILES

CLICK HERE
FOR WAV FILES

For further press and media information
(UK), or to request a physical copy of the
album please contact:

Tamsin Davies
tamsin@mwldan.co.uk
+44 (0)1239 623925


https://soundcloud.com/ota-records/sets/omar-sosa-seckou-keita-transparent-water/s-RjFKP
https://soundcloud.com/ota-records/sets/omar-sosa-seckou-keita-transparent-water/s-RjFKP
https://soundcloud.com/ota-records/sets/omar-sosa-seckou-keita-transparent-water/s-RjFKP
mailto:tamsin@mwldan.co.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6xhcqqomsidg18b/AADLsRExJK3cLLmRrwwKKuKqa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6xhcqqomsidg18b/AADLsRExJK3cLLmRrwwKKuKqa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gmd3aicpwk89hs2/AAA98IIiFW6Iyk9YN1ZTQF_Ka?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gmd3aicpwk89hs2/AAA98IIiFW6Iyk9YN1ZTQF_Ka?dl=0

MUSICIANS

Omar Sosa : grand piano, marimba, Fender Rhodes, sampler, microKorg, vocal
Seckou Keita : kora, djembe talking drum, sabar, vocal
Gustavo Ovalles : bata drums, culo’e puya, clave, maracas, guataca, calabaza

Featuring:

Mieko Miyazaki : koto

Wu Tong : sheng, bawu
Mosin Khan Kawa : nagadi
E'Joung-Ju : geomungo
Dominique Huchet : bird EFX

All tracks composed by Omar Sosa and Seckou Keita (except tracks 6, 8 and 10 by Omar Sosa)
Produced by Steve Arglelles & Omar Sosa
Basic tracks recorded in June 2013 at Fattoria Musica, Osnabrick, Germany, by Stephan van Wylick.

Additional recording sessions:
September 2013 at Wu Tong's home studio in Beijing, China, by Wu Tong.
March 2014 at Studio Adjololo in Nantes, France, by Jean-Paul Romann.

June 2014 at Plushplace in Paris, France by Steve Arguelles.

Mixed by Steve Arglelles in June 2014 at Plushplace in Paris, France
Mastered by Philippe Tessier du Cros and Steve Arguelles in June 2015 in Paris, France.



Transparent Water — Musicians’ Credits

1/ Dary
Omar Sosa: Piano, Marimba
Seckou Keita: Kora, Sabar

Gustavo Ovalles:  Culo e’puya

2/ In The Forest
Omar Sosa: Piano
Seckou Keita: Kora

3/ Black Dream

Omar Sosa: Piano

Seckou Keita: Kora, Lead Vocal

Meiko Miyazaki: Koto

Wu Tong: Sheng

4/ Mining-Nah

Omar Sosa: Piano, Bell, Backing Vocal

Seckou Keita: Kora, Talking Drum, Djembe, Shaker, Lead Vocal

Gustavo Ovalles:  Guataca

5/ Tama-Tama

Omar Sosa: Piano, Calabaza, Backing Vocal
Seckou Keita: Kora, Backing Vocal

Mosin Khan Kawa: Nagadi

6/ Another Prayer

Omar Sosa: Fender Rhodes, Celesta,
Beat Boxing, MicroKORG, Maracas
Wu Tong: Sheng

Meiko Miyazaki: Koto

@ Thomas Kruesselmann




7/ Fatiliku

Omar Sosa: Piano, Floor Tom, Guiro, Marimba,
Charanga Bell, Kalimba, Backing Vocal
Seckou Keita: Kora, Djembe, Lead Vocal, Backing Vocal

8/ Oni Yalorde

Omar Sosa: Piano, Kalimba, Calabaza, Lead Vocal, Backing Vocal
Wu Tong: Bawu

9/ Peace Keeping

Omar Sosa: Piano

Seckou Keita: Kora

Gustavo Ovalles:  Calabaza

E'Joung-Ju: Geomungo

Dominique Huchet: Bird EFX

10/ Moro Yeye

Omar Sosa: Piano, Backing Vocal
Wu Tong: Bawu

Gustavo Ovalles:  Bata Drums

11/ Recaredo 1993

Omar Sosa: Piano, Vocal

Seckou Keita: Kora

Wu Tong: Sheng

Meiko Miyazaki: Koto

12/ Zululand

Omar Sosa: Piano, Sampler, MicroKORG, Backing Vocal
Seckou Keita: Kora

Gustavo Ovalles:  Clave

13/ Thiossane

Omar Sosa: Piano, EFX
Seckou Keita: Kora
Meiko Miyazaki: Koto




Sleeve N otes OMAR SOSA & SECKOU KEITA

OMAR SOSA & SECKOU KEITA
TRANSPARENT WATER

N,

Transparent Water is a studio collaboration between Omar Sosa and Senegalese kora master and singer Seckou Keita. It grew out of Omar’s

impromptu addition to a mid-2012 London date with drummer Marque Gilmore at the CLF Art Café, his first musical encounter with Keita.

Inspired by that meeting, Omar invited Seckou to collaborate on a future project. Given their respective touring and recording schedules, it took

over a year, but in 2013 they went into the Fattoria Musica studio in Osnabrlick, Germany and laid down the project’s core tracks.

Other seemingly chance meetings inform Transparent Water as well. Several years earlier, Galician bagpiper-pianist-composer Cristina Pato
invited Omar to Santiago de Compostela, where she hosts an annual residency frequented by associates of Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble.
There Omar met Silk Road charter member and sheng master Wu Tong, and resolved to bring him into the project. In connection with a Blue

Note Tokyo date in 2014, Omar arranged a Beijing side trip to record Wu Tong's overdubs.

Tokyo-born, Paris-based koto artist Mieko Miyazaki came to Omar’s attention via her recorded work with French jazz guitarist Nguyén Lé. When

Omar and Mieko finally met, her creative verve deeply impressed him, and he enlisted her distinctive voice for Transparent Water.

For percussion, Omar called on longtime collaborator Gustavo Ovalles. The native Venezuelan (who can be heard on three prior Sosa projects—

Sentir, Ayaguna, and Eggun) brings the polyrhythmic spirit of the African Diaspora to the project.

Paris-based drummer Steve Arguelles engineered the mix with Omar, having previously left his imprint on Omar’s award-winning Mulatos and

Afreecanos CDs.



Omar notes that, as he did with Sentir, “What | wanted to do was create something totally improvised.” Transparent Water is the latest
expression of Omar’s transcendent determination never to play the same thing twice, a manifestation of improvisatory freedom wherein musical
destination is secondary to the extemporaneous joy of shared artistic passage.

Transparent Water—evocative of translucence and flowing light—is a deeply spiritual recording that reaches across five continents, a
compassionate and captivating artistic dialogue beyond musical category, and an invocation of the enduring creative spirit of the human

condition.

Michael Stone



Press Release

World Village / Harmonia Mundi present the new album from Cuban jazz pianist
Omar Sosa and Senegalese kora player Seckou Keita

Omar Sosa And Seckou Keita Release
New Album Transparent Water

il ol o
@ Alicia Carrera

Transparent Water is the new studio collaboration between 7-time GRAMMY-nominated pianist, composer and bandleader Omar Sosa (Cuba),
and Nottingham-based kora master and singer Seckou Keita (Senegal).

With the help of several other cosmopolitan artists, the two musicians have put together Transparent Water, an innovative aloum on which
freedom and improvisation are the keys to a profoundly spiritual brand of music. Full of serenity and a sense of gentle elation, it also comes
across as an antidote to the turmoil of the world. The album is due for release on 24th February 2017, followed by a UK tour in November 2017.

Sosa and Keita are both acclaimed musical adventurers with a rich heritage that spans jazz, latin and African influences. The idea for the
collaboration grew out of Sosa’s impromptu addition to a 2012 London date with drummer Marque Gilmore, in what became Sosa and Keita's

first musical encounter. Profoundly moved by the experience, Omar told Seckou he wanted to invite him to work together on a future recording
project.

A year later, in July 2013, Omar and Seckou went into the Fattoria Musica recording studio in Osnabriick, Germany and laid down the core tracks
for Transparent Water. For percussion, Omar turned to longtime collaborator Gustavo Ovalles (who can be heard on three prior Sosa projects—
Sentir, Ayaguna, and Eggun), who divides his time between France and his native Venezuela and brings the polyrhythmic soul of the African
Diaspora to Transparent Water.



Another chance meeting informs Transparent Water: in April 2013, Galician bagpiper-pianist-composer Cristina Pato invited Omar to Santiago
de Compostela, where Pato hosts an annual residency frequented by associates of Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble. There Omar met Silk Road
charter member and sheng master Wu Tong, whom Omar was moved to bring into the project. In connection with a concert date in Shanghai in
July 2014, Omar arranged a side trip to Beijing to record Wu Tong’s traditional flute overdubs.

Tokyo-born, Paris-based koto player Mieko Miyazaki came to Omar’s attention via her recorded work with French jazz guitarist Nguyén Lé. When
Omar finally had the chance to meet her, Mieko’s creative spirit utterly impressed him, and he enlisted her distinctive voice for Transparent Water.

Transparent Water is the latest example of Omar Sosa’s transcendent determination to seek new combinations, a manifestation of improvisatory
freedom wherein the musical destination is second to the joy of shared artistic expression with Ovalles and Seckou Keita, who has recently won
the Songlines Best Album Award 2016 for Africa & Middle East for his latest solo album 22 Strings.

Paris-based drummer-producer Steve Arguelles crafted the mix with Omar, having previously worked on Sosa’s award-winning Mulatos and
Afreecanos CDs.

Transparent Water—suggestive of translucence and flowing light—is a deeply spiritual recording that reveals its inspiration in the close and
compassionate listening of artists engaged in a genial and captivating musical conversation, liberated from time itself, reaching across five
continents to probe the collective spirit of the human condition.

Transparent Water is due for released on 24 February 2017 on the World Village / Harmonia Mundi label, followed by a UK tour in November
2017. Visit www.harmoniamundi.com for further news, and Omar Sosa and Seckou Keita's respective websites for UK Tour date announcements:
www.omarsosa.com and www.seckoukeita.com.

ENDS/

Please contact Tamsin Davies for press and media enquiries:
Tamsin Davies tamsin@mwldan.co.uk
+44 (0)1239 623925 / 07891 252 043



1/ Dary (5.09)

A reflection on — and continuation of — the
song, “The Invisible Man” (Mikhi Nathan Mu
Toma), dedicated to Seckou’s father, from

his CD, “22 Strings”. The spirit of this song
became manifest when Seckou named his
youngest son after his father, Dary. This piece
is also the first thing Seckou player for Omar
when they met in the recording studio. Omar
felt like it was a song of peace, reflecting each
of their inner voices in one unique, common

voice.

2/ In The Forest (5.14)

This piece reflects a moment for Omar of
gazing out from a balcony into the beauty of
nature, out over the splendor of the sea and
mountains... peaceful, reflective... complete-
ly improvised, and listening to each other’s
musical voices.

About the album tracks

3/ Black Dream (5.24)

Based on a dream Omar had of something
that goes on and on, never ending, like a
waterfall, integrating the three colors of piano,
kora and sheng... introspective.

4/  Mining-Nah (4.11)

‘Mining-nah’ means “hold me tight” in
Seckou’s native language, Wolof. Love can fall
apart, even after a long run, but we can also
prove everyone wrong. ‘Mining-nah sama-

khol” means “hold me tight, my love”.
khol’ refers to the heart, in Wolof.

Sama-

5/ Tama-Tama (4.55)

Originally, this piece came about through a
tuning mistake, when Seckou was taking care
of his daughter and trying to tune his kora

at the same time. Tama-Tama is an open-
minded journey - as sometimes we encounter
pleasant surprises simply because we're ready
to receive.

6/ Another Prayer (5.13)

Sometimes you ask for something, and there’s
no answer. You're waiting for an answer to
come from some part of the universe... and
then a musical note or phrase arrives and
gives you the answer... another prayer is
answered. Omar originally called this piece
“11 11 11", a day he was waiting for an
answer...

7. Fatiliku (5:38)

Fatiliku means "to remember’ in Seckou’s
native language, Wolof. This song was part
of Seckou’s childhood, part of the kora reper-
toire. It traveled with him to his meeting with
Omar and his encounter with folkloric Cuban
traditions, and both artists reflected on the
similarities, rather than the differences, be-

tween their musical cultures.



8. Oni Yalorde (3:53)

This song is dedicated to the Yoruba goddess
of the river and fresh water, Ochun, who's
always ready to give sweetness and love.

9. Peace Keeping (4:48)

A simple song about being peaceful through
music, about finding peace inside through
music, expressed in a blues-like form... al-
ways trying to express our devotion to peace.
When Omar and Seckou arrived in the re-
cording studio, there were so many conflicts
and wars raging in the world, so holding their
instruments and improvising together became
their moment of peace.

10. Moro Yeye (4:36)

Another song devoted to the Yoruba deity of
water, pleasure, sexuality, beauty and love,
Ochun. When Omar was at Wu Tong’s studio
in Beijing, he heard the Bawu flute for the
first time, and said, “here is another voice of
Ochun”.

@ Thomas Kruesselmann

11. Recaredo 1993 (4:19)

Omar created this piece for a wine tasting in
Catalunya, for a 1993 award-wining cava (a
sparkling wine, like transparent water) from
the Recaredo winery.

12. Zululand (3:01)

When Omar introduced Seckou to the melody
of this piece, Seckou felt a settled groove on
his 22-string kora. He felt like he was part of a._

‘ —

busy South African village where daily conver-
sations break into song from time to time.

13. Thiossane (4:09)

This word means culture / tradition. Seckou
comments that culture and tradition should

be kept alive in everyday life. This piece is
a conversation between Omar and Seckou
about translating the poetic aspects of life

into musical form.

\
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Omar Sosa Biography

Composer-pianist-bandleader Omar Sosa was born in 1965 in
Camagley, Cuba’s largest inland city. At age eight, Omar began
studying percussion and marimba at the music conservatory in
Camagliey; in Havana, as a teenager, he took up piano at the
prestigious Escuela Nacional de Musica, and completed his formal
education at the Instituto Superior de Arte in Havana. Among his
influences, Omar cites traditional Afro-Cuban music, European
classical composers (including Chopin, Bartok, and Satie), Monk,
Coltrane, Parker, Oscar Peterson, Herbie Hancock, Chick Corea,
Keith Jarrett, Chucho Valdés, and the pioneering Cuban jazz group
Irakere. Moving in 1993 to Ecuador, Omar immersed himself in
the folkloric traditions of Esmeraldas, the northwest coast region
whose African heritage includes the distinctive marimba tradition.

He relocated to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1995, and soon

invigorated the Latin jazz scene with his adventurous writing and

@ Thomas Kruesselmann

percussive style.

Annually performing upwards of 100 concerts on six continents, Omar has appeared in venues as diverse as the Blue Note (New York, Milan,
and Tokyo), Carnegie Hall's Zankel Hall, Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary Arts, the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Walker Art Center, the Getty Center, London’s Barbican and Queen Elizabeth Hall, Glasgow’s Royal Concert
Hall, and Berlin's Haus der Kulturen der Welt; festivals including Monterey Jazz, JVC Jazz, Montreal Jazz, Marciac Jazz, North Sea Jazz, Helsinki,

Grenoble Jazz, Montreux Jazz, Naples Jazz, Ravenna Jazz, Roma Jazz, Spoletto, WOMAD, and Cape Town International Jazz; and universities



on several continents, including a visiting artist fellowship at Princeton University in March 2008, and a visiting artist residency at Dartmouth

College in April 2008. Omar will return to Dartmouth College for a second artist residency in February 2011.

Mr. Sosa received a lifetime achievement award from the Smithsonian Associates in Washington, DC in 2003 for his contribution to the
development of Latin jazz in the United States. He has received two nominations from the BBC Radio 3 World Music Awards, in 2004 and
2006, both in the ‘Americas’ category. In 2003 Omar Sosa received the Afro-Caribbean Jazz Album of the Year Award from the Jazz Journalists
Association in NYC for his recording Sentir; and a nomination from the Jazz Journalists Association for Latin Jazz Album of the Year in 2005 for

his recording Mulatos.

Omar Sosa received an orchestral commission from Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco and the Oakland Easy Bay Symphony,
supported by grants from the Rockefeller Foundation and the MAP Fund (Multi-Arts Production Fund). During 2001-2002, Mr. Sosa composed
a 45-minute work in three movements for symphony orchestra entitled, From Our Mother, which received its world premiere in January 2003
by the Oakland East Bay Symphony under the direction of Michael Morgan. In 2009, Mr. Sosa received an orchestral commission from the

city of Girona, Spain and the Festival de Musicas Religiosas y del Mundo de Girona. The 20-minute work for symphony orchestra, entitled
Oda Africana, received its world premiere in July 2009 by the Jove Orquesta Athenea, conducted by Lluis Caballeria. Also in 2009, Mr. Sosa
received a commission from the Barcelona Jazz Festival to present a tribute to Miles Davis’ Kind Of Blue recording, featuring Afro-Cuban
interpretations of the seminal Davis work on the occasion of its 50th anniversary. The project was performed at L'Auditori in Barcelona in
November 2009.

In 2008, Omar Sosa received funding from the National Endowment for the Arts in conjunction with Yerba Buena Gardens (San Francisco)

and the San Francisco International Arts Festival to present a new Omar Sosa Quintet featuring American roots vocalist Tim Eriksen. This
collaboration resulted in the 2009 CD release on Half Note Records, Across The Divide, recorded live at the Blue Note Jazz Club in NYC. The
project received a GRAMMY nomination for Best Contemporary World Music Aloum, and a Latin GRAMMY nomination for Best Instrumental
Album, both in 2009.

For May 2011, Mr. Sosa has received further funding from the National Endowment for the Arts in conjunction with the Jazz School in Berkeley,



California and the San Francisco International Arts Festival, to present a series of workshops with noted Latin jazz percussionist, educator and

historian, John Santos, as well as a Festival performance in San Francisco with his primary touring ensemble, Afreecanos Quartet.

Mr. Sosa’s recording career began in 1997 with the release of his first solo piano recording, Omar Omar on the Oakland, California-based record
label, Ota Records, and has continued with the release of 22 CDs as a leader, resulting in five GRAMMY nominations. These include a 2002
GRAMMY nomination and Latin GRAMMY nomination for Best Latin Jazz Album for the CD Sentir; a 2005 GRAMMY nomination for Best Latin
Jazz Album for the CD Mulatos, featuring Cuban saxophone and clarinet master, Paquito D'Rivera; and the two nominations for Across The
Divide in 2009.

Omar works with an array of African, Arabic, European, Indian, Latin, and North American musicians. Among his many associations are
drummers and percussionists Steve Argtelles, Julio Barretto, Mino Cinelu, Miguel “Angé” Diaz, Marque Gilmore, Trilok Gurtu, Marcos Ilukan,
Ramiro Musotto, Gustavo Ovalles, Pancho Quinto, Adam Rudolph, John Santos, Carlos “Patato” Valdés, and Orestes Vilato; singers Tim
Eriksen, Lazaro Galarraga, Marta Galarraga, El Houssaine Kili, Xiomara Laugart, Maria Marquez, Will Power, Mola Sylla, the Tenores San Gavino
de Oniferi - Sardinia, and Dhafer Youssef; trumpeter Paolo Fresu; and woodwind masters Paquito D'Rivera, Luis Depestre, Leandro Saint-Hill,

and Mark Weinstein.

Another recent work is Tales From The Earth (Ot Records, 2009), led by flute player Mark Weinstein. The recording presents a thoroughly
cosmopolitan outlook rooted in the rhythmic intensity and improvisatory, call-and-response spirit of Africa writ large. It features artists of Cuban,
Haitian, West African, European, African American, and Jewish American heritage, with a shared commitment to the communal, celebratory
character that embodies the expressive riches of Mother Africa and features Omar on marimba and vibraphone, which he studied in Cuba’s

conservatories before switching to piano

A major new project bears the fruit of Omar’s first big band collaboration, working with composer Jaques Morelenbaum and Hamburg’s North
German Radio (NDR) Bigband. Recorded in 2007 and 2008 at the NDR studios in Hamburg, it features Jaques Morelenbaum arrangements
of material from the Omar Sosa CDs Spirit Of The Roots (1999), Bembdn (2000), and Afreecanos (2008). Jaques Morelenbaum has arranged

for Antonio Carlos Jobim, Gal Costa, Gilberto Gil, Caetano Veloso, and Ceséria Evora, among many others. Omar Sosa-NDR Bigband



performances were held at the Banlieues Bleues festival in Paris and the NDR studios in March 2010; and will be presented again by the

Barcelona Jazz Festival in November 2010 at that city’s famous Palau Musica Catalana, with Jaques Morelenbaum conducting.

New performing pursuits include a trio with noted Italian trumpet player Paolo Fresu and master Indian percussionist Trilok Gurtu. Notable
video productions include Light In The Sky, filmed in Salvador de Bahia, Brazil and directed by Aitor Echeverria (from the 2008 CD release

Afreecanos), and the recent DVD release of Omar Sosa’s 2007 Java Jazz Festival performance in Jakarta, Indonesia.

For film and television, Omar Sosa collaborated in 2008 on the soundtrack for the PBS documentary, The Judge and the General; and
completed the soundtrack for the 2010 film The Last Flight of the Flamingo, produced by Fado Filmes in Lisbon, Portugal, and based on Mia

Couto’s famous novel about Mozambique. Mr. Sosa also contributed a musical excerpt to the 2006 Andy Garcia film, The Lost City.

In 2011, Omar released his fifth solo piano recording, Calma, which received a Latin GRAMMY nomination. Featuring Omar’s unique and
original approach to the genre, the CD is comprised of 13 solo piano improvisations, fusing stylistic elements of jazz, classical new music,
ambient, and electronica.

In January 2012, Omar collaborated with celebrated Italian trumpet and flugelhorn player, Paolo Fresu, on the release of Alma. The CD
features guest cello contributions on four tracks by the masterful Brazilian conductor, arranger, producer, and cellist, Jaques Morelenbaum.
Produced by Paolo Fresu and Omar Sosa for Mr. Fresu’s label imprint, Tuk Music, the compositions are written by Omar Sosa and Paolo Fresu,

except for Under African Skies, a gentle version of the popular track from the Paul Simon CD, Graceland.

Omar Sosa’s latest studio album, Eggun: The Afri-Lectric Experience, was released worldwide in February 2013. Eggun, in the West African
spiritual practice of Ifa and its various expressions throughout the African Diaspora, are the spirits of those who have gone before us, both in our

personal families and those who serve as our Spirit guides.

The Omar Sosa Afri-Lectric Experience began as a commission from the Barcelona Jazz Festival in 2009. The assignment: to compose and
produce a tribute performance to Miles Davis’ classic Kind Of Blue recording on the occasion of its 50th anniversary. Inspired by various musical

elements and motifs from Kind Of Blue, Omar wrote a suite of music honoring the spirit of freedom in Davis’ seminal work. Featuring trumpet



and two saxophones, Eggun provides a medium for musical elements from Africa to shape and develop the music, and the resulting jazz

textures are further enriched by the subtle and expressive use of electronic elements. At the heart of the recording is the spirit of Mother Africa.

Following the success of the Kind Of Blue commission, Omar began to include the new arrangements into the repertoire of his regular touring
ensemble, resulting in the creation of the The Afri-Lectric Experience. The featured horn players are Joo Kraus on trumpet (from Germany),
Leandro Saint-Hill on saxophones and flute (from Cuba), and Peter Apfelbaum on saxophones and percussion (from U.S.A.). Omar’s longtime

rhythm section of Marque Gilmore on drums (from U.S.A.) and Childo Tomas on electric bass (from Mozambique) create the foundation.

Special guests on the project include Lionel Loueke on guitars (from Benin), Marvin Sewell on guitars (from U.S.A.), Pedro Martinez on Afro-
Cuban percussion (from Cuba), John Santos on percussion (from U.S.A.) and Gustavo Ovalles on Afro-Venezuelan percussion (from Venezuela).

The CD was recorded primarily in Brooklyn, NY.

In January 2014, Omar released his 5th solo piano recording, Senses. It was created at EMPAC, the Experimental Media and Performing Arts
Center at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York. Omar was invited to an artist residency at EMPAC in 2012 by Zimbabwean dancer
/ choreographer Nora Chipaumire to compose music for Nora’s dance-theater piece, Miriam. The sound score for Miriam received a BESSIE

Nomination for a New York Dance and Performance Award for Outstanding Musical Composition / Sound Design.

In March 2015, Omar released a CD with his Quarteto AfroCubano, entitled Ilé. This recording marked a homecoming for Omar to his
formative years in late ‘80s and early ‘90s Havana. [lé means home, or earth, in the Lucumi tradition to his of Cuba, derived from the Yoruba

language of West Africa, and it is to the Latin Jazz roots of his native Cuba that Omar returns for inspiration on this new CD.

Joining him on the project are three musicians with whom Omar shares a close connection: fellow Camaglieyanos, Ernesto Simpson on
drums, and Leandro Saint-Hill on alto saxophone, flute and clarinet, and Mozambican electric electic bassist Childo Tomas — collectively known
as Quarteto AfroCubano. These musicians speak the same musical language, using their Cuban and African traditions as a springboard for

creative freedom.



Special guests on the recording include Cuban percussionist Pedro Martinez, American guitarist Marvin Sewell, Cuban saxophonist Yosvany
Terry, and maestro Eladio “Don Pancho” Terry, patriarch of the Terry family, on chekere. Featured on vocals is spoken word artist Kokayi. And,
reflecting the influence of his extended residency in Barcelona, Omar showcases Flamenco vocalist José “El Salao” Martin on several tracks,

including a version of Cuban trova composer Sindo Garay’s La Tarde.

Upcoming recording projects for Omar Sosa include a unique collaboration with Senegalese kora player Seckou Keita and Chinese sheng player
Wu Tong, entitled Transparent Water, and set for release in February 2017; a second CD production with Italian trumpet player Paolo Fresu,
following their 2012 release, Alma, featuring Brazilian cellist Jaques Morelenbaum, entitled Eros, and set for release in May 2016; and a follow-

up CD with the NDR Bigband, featuring arrangements again by Jaques Morelenbaum, entitled Es:sensual, and planned for release in late 2017.

New touring projects for Omar Sosa include JOG Trio, featuring award-winning German trumpet player Joo Kraus, and folkloric Venezuelan
percussionist Gustavo Ovalles. Their CD, entitled JOG, was released in GAS, Poland, Benelux and Scandinavia in October 2015 by Hamburg-
based SKIP Records. A co-leader project with tenor saxophonist Jacques Schwarz-Bart from Guadeloupe, entitled Creole Spirits, was launched
in April 2016 with a creation residency in Guadeloupe. This gathering resulted in an EPK video produced by noted French filmmaker Frank
Cassenti. A Duo with Cuban violinist / vocalist Yilian Canizares has debuted in Italy this year, and will result in a CD release entitled AGUAS, in
early 2018.
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Omar Sosa Awards & Discography

56th Annual GRAMMY Nomination, Best Latin Jazz Album, Eggun (OTA1026)

BESSIE Nomination, New York Dance and Performance Award, Outstanding Musical Composition / Sound Design, for Miriam,
choreographed by Nora Chipaumire

Latin GRAMMY Nomination, Best Instrumental Album, Calma (OTA1022)

ECHO Jazz Award (Germany), Big Band Album of the Year, Ceremony (OTA1021)

GRAMMY Nomination, Best Contemporary World Music Album, Across The Divide (HN4538)

Latin GRAMMY Nomination, Best Instrumental Album, Across The Divide (HN4538)

Honorary mention in the International Songwriting Competition — Instrumental Category

BBC Radio 3 Awards for World Music Nomination, Mulatos (OTA1014)

GRAMMY Nomination, Best Latin Jazz Aloum, Mulatos (OTA1014)

Latin Jazz Album of the Year Nomination, Mulatos (OTA1014), Jazz Journalists Association (New York, NY)
BBC Radio 3 Awards for World Music Nomination, Sentir (OTA1009)

Lifetime Achievement Award, Smithsonian Associates (Washington, DC)

Afro-Caribbean Jazz Album of the Year Award, Sentir (OTA1009), Jazz Journalists Association (New York, NY)
GRAMMY Nomination, Best Latin Jazz Album, Sentir (OTA1009)

Latin GRAMMY Nomination, Best Latin Jazz Album, Sentir (OTA1009)
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Seckou Keita Biography

Variously described as a ‘griot (praise singer), composer, djiembe master,
virtuoso and pioneer’, Seckou is a rare type of musician, seated in tradition
whilst constantly pushing the boundaries of his art.

A true master of the kora - a 22 stringed West African harp - Seckou, from
the Casamance area of Southern Senegal, was a childhood prodigy, born
of a line of griots and kings. Cissokho, his mother’s family name, gave life
to his talent; Keita, his father’s, gave him royal blood. Seckou has graced
the international stage since 1996, earning worldwide acclaim for his kora
playing and appearing with a host of fellow artists including Salif Keita,
Youssou N'Dour, Miriam Makeba and Neil Finn. In 2003, Seckou founded
a family band called Jali Kunda ('Griot Family’) comprising brothers and
cousins who went on tour extensively in the UK, Scandinavia and Spain and
released an album called Lindiane. In 2004 he began working with Juldeh
Camara, the monocord fiddle or riti player from The Gambia who later hit
the big time with Justin Adams and Robert Plant.

A new ‘quintet’ began to form around Seckou which included the bassist
Davide Mantonvani, Seckou's 17-year-old brother Surhata Susso and the
classically-trained violinist Samy Bishai. Mandé, Arab, Indian, pan-African,
jazzy - a boundless souk of flavours were present on the group’s first album
Tama Silo: Afro-Mandinka Soul, released in 2006. Seckou then took the
quintet back home to showcase this new blend to family and friends in
Senegal, where they were joined by his sister Binta Susso. Their next album

@ Alicia Carrera
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The Silimbo Passage released in 2008. The Seckou Keita Quintet toured incessantly during this period, notching up more than 200 concerts in over
40 countries.

Seckou also became involved with the WOMAD festival as a performer and a workshop host, travelling to Singapore, Australia and the Canary
Islands, most recently playing WOMAD UK with Catrin Finch in 2014. He is a regular performer in Do You Speak Djembe?, a hugely ambitious
percussion extravangaza series in France and Switzerland created by Sewabeats founder Doug Manuel, and French composer Philip Fournier, the
principle conductor of the Lyons Symphony Orchestra.

His previous albums Miro and The Silimbo Passage hit No.1 in the European world music charts, and Clychau Dibon (released October 2013), the
fruit of his ongoing collaboration with Welsh Harpist Catrin Finch (produced by Astar Artes and Theatr Mwldan), won fRoots Critics Poll Album
of The Year 2013, Guardian’s top 5 World Music Albums of 2013, one of MOJO's top 10 World Music Albums of 2013, Songlines Magazine Best
Cross-Cultural Collaboration 2014, along with two BBC Radio 2 Folk Award nominations. The collaboration has since given over 80 performances
throughout Europe, the US and Canada and garnered huge critcal acclaim from fans and critics alike. More recently the track ‘Future Strings’,
composed by Seckou and played by the duo on Clychau Dibon, was sampled by Robbie Williams on his record-breaking 2016 album ‘The Heavy
Entertainment Show’ on a track called "When You Know’; a love song co-written with comedian Jimmy Carr as a Valentines gift for Robbie’s wife,
actress Ayda Field.

Seckou Keita has arguably become the most influential and inspiring Kora player of his generation, an exceptional and charismatic musician. His
current solo album, 22 Strings, which released in May 2015 followed by a 27 date UK tour, explored what it means to be a modern global citizen,
and yet to live with seven centuries of tradition and heritage expressed through music. The album has won huge critical acclaim from national press,
and won Best Album for Africa and Middle East Category in the Songlines Music Awards 2016, alongside a nomination for Best Artist. 22 Strings
was recently selected as one of Simon Broughton'’s Top Ten Kora Albums.

Seckou was recently invited to play with Damon Albarn’s African Express with the Orchestra of Syrian Musicians which completed a 5-date tour
of Europe in June 2016 which included opening the Glastonbury Festival main stage, Roskilde Festival Denmark; Royal Festival Hall London;
Koninkoninklijk Theater Carre Amsterdam and the Harbiye Cemil Topuzlu Amphitheatre Istabul and saw Seckou play with Paul Weller, Bassekou

Kouyate, Baaba Maal, Noura Mint Seymali, Damon Albarn and Julia Holter.

A full version of Seckou’s Biography can be read on his website: www.seckoukeita.com



Seckou Keita Awards & Discography

2016: Winner of Best Album Africa and Middle East for 22 Strings in the Songlines Music Awards 2016
2016: Nominated for Best Artist in the Songlines Music Awards 2016

2016: 22 Strings selected as one of Simon Broughton’s Top Ten Kora Albums Songlines Magazine
2015: Runner Up for Best Packaged CD in the fRoots Awards 2015

2015: 22 Strings came No. 5 in Mark Coles top twenty albums of 2015

2015: 22 Strings was selected as one of Songlines Magazines Top Ten Albums of 2015

2015: 22 Strings voted as one of Sing Out!’s Top Ten Albums for 2015

2014: Best Cross Cultural Collaboration with Catrin Finch Songlines Magazine

2014: BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards - nominees Best Duo and Best Traditional Track (for Les Bras De Mer) with Catrin Finch

2014: MOJO Magazine Top Ten World Albums of 2014 (for Clychau Dibon)
2014: Clychau Dibon No.1 in the Amazon World Music Chart

2013: fRoots Critics Poll Album of the Year 2013 for Clychau Dibon

2012: Miro, No.1 in the European World Music Chart

2010: Silimbo Passage, No.1 in the iTunes World Music Chart

2001: Nomination for the BBC Radio 3 World Music Awards — Audience choice

2008: Honorary mention in the International Songwriting Competition — Instrumental Category
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Transparent Water is released in the UK on the World Village / Harmonia Mundi label (licensed from OTA Records), distributed by PIAS.

WOollRace [Pas] @t

www.worldvillagemusic.com
www.harmoniamundi.com
www.pias.com

Omar Sosa and Seckou Keita will tour the UK in November 2017. The tour will be a co-production between OTA Records, Theatr
Mwldan and Mintaka Music.

MWLDAN mintakamesi

RECORDS

www.mwldan.co.uk
www.mintakamusic.com
www.omarsosa.com/ota


http://www.worldvillagemusic.com
http://www.harmoniamundi.com
http://www.pias.com
http://www.mwldan.co.uk
http://www.mintakamusic.com
http://www.omarsosa.com/ota

=
=
O
£
)
3
S
e
wv
(o)
=
15
=
®




